
Definit ions

AL or Action Level – if exceeded, triggers treatment or other 
requirements that a water system must follow.

MCL or Maximum Contaminant Level – The highest level  
of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. 

MCLG or Maximum Contaminant Level Goal – The level of a 
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known 
or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

MRDL or Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level – 
The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. 
Disinfectants are needed to control microbial contaminants.

MRDLG or Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal– 
The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which 
there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs 
do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to 
control microbial contamination.

SMCL or Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level –  
established as guidelines for aesthetic considerations  
such as taste, color, and odor.

TT or Treatment Technique – A required process 
intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in 
drinking water.

Abbreviations

nd – not detectable at testing limits; NTU – used 
to measure clarity in water; ppb – parts per billion; 
ppm – parts per million; pCi/L – picoCuries per 
liter, a measure of radioactivity in water.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably 

be expected to contain at least small amounts of 

some contaminants. The presence of these substances 

does not necessarily indicate that the water poses 

a health risk. 

BCDES ’  Water Meets or exceeds all Health Standards

BCDES continues to deliver a plentiful supply of the highest quality water which has consistently met all 

state and federal health standards for safe drinking water. BCDES performed more than 10,000 water 

samples in 2007 to analyze the safety and health of our drinking water. 

Below is the data we report in our annual consumer confidence report. For more information about 

the quality of our drinking water and what we do to protect drinking water, refer to the annual 

water quality report by going to www.butlercountydes.org
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